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Washington State Association of County Engineers 
Professional Development Conference 

 
Law School for Public Works Engineers 

February 5, 2014 - February 7, 2014 
 

Executive Summary: 
 

The law affects every aspect of your profession and personal life.  In order to 
succeed, you must have a working knowledge of the law and the American 
legal system.  Law School for Public Works Engineers has been specially designed 
for engineers to give you this knowledge.  It will teach you how to read, think, 
speak, and analyze like a lawyer.  At the completion of the course, you will be 
much better able to understand and deal with attorneys and legal issues. 
 
Law School for Public Works Engineers will be taught like actual law school.  You 
will be actively involved in the learning process, which features numerous case 
examples dealing with issues facing public works engineers. You will be provided 
with materials to review before you even step into the course.  You will have a 
chance to get your legal questions answered, interpret case, statutory and 
administrative law, object to evidence, and examine witnesses. The course 
concludes with a mock trial in which you will have the opportunity to participate 
as a part of a legal team, as a witness, or as a member of the jury. 
 
Course Schedule 

 
Day 1: Wednesday February 5, 2014 
 
Introduction 
 
Fundamentals of the Law and Legal System 
 
Intentional Torts 

• Assault 
• Battery 
• Defamation 
• Intentional Infliction of Emotional Distress 
• False Imprisonment 

 
Defenses to Intentional Torts 

• Consent 
• Informed Consent 
• Self-Defense 

 
Negligence  

• Definition 
• Elements:  Duty, Breach, Causation, Damages 
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• Vicarious Liability 
• Joint Liability 

 
Day 2: Thursday, February 6, 2014 
 
Defenses To Negligence 

• Threshold defense:  Statute of Limitations 
• Contributory Negligence & Comparative Negligence 
• Assumption of Risk 
• Workers’ Comp Exclusivity 
• Charitable Immunity 
• Sovereign Immunity 

 
Workers’ Compensation 
 
Liability Insurance  

• Coverage 
• Defenses 

 
Contract Law 101   

• Elements of Contract 
• Types of Contracts 
• Interpreting Contracts 
• Defenses to Contract Formation 
• Important Contract Clauses 
• Breach 
• Contract Remedies 

 
Anatomy of Lawsuit 

• -Complaint, Service, Answer, Counter/Cross-Claims, 3rd Party Actions 
• Discovery 
• Motions 
• Remedies 
• Interest and Costs 
• Court orders 
• Appeals 

 
Jurisdiction and Venue 

• Over Person, over Subject Matter 
• Venue 

 
The Discovery Process 

• Rationale and Scope 
• Attorney/Client Privilege 
• Limits to Discovery 
• Protective Orders 
• Sanctions 
• Methods of Discovery 
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Anatomy of a Civil Trial 

• Role of Judge and Jury 
• Opening Statements 
• Burden of Proof 
• Evidentiary Motions 
• Directed Verdict 
• Questions outside presence of jury 
• Jury Deliberation and Decisions 
• Post-Verdict Motions 
• Alternate Dispute Resolution 

 
Relevancy and Unfair Prejudice 
                         
Day 3:  Friday February 7, 2014 
 
The Hearsay Rule 

• How the Hearsay Rule is used at depositions and in court 
• Hearsay Exceptions 

 
Expert Testimony and Impeachment 

• How it relates to lawsuit 
• Qualifying as an Expert 
• Passing the Daubert test 
• How to state your opinion so it’s admissible in court 
• Credibility Issues 

 
Mock Trial Demonstration 
 
Faculty: 
 
Nadine Nasser Donovan, Esq., is a former trial lawyer with extensive litigation 
experience. Since 2002, she has been on the faculty of SEAK, an Expert Witness 
Training and Marketing Company, and has trained hundreds of experts. She is 
licensed to practice law in New York, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island. 
 
In addition to her work consulting and teaching for SEAK, Ms. Donovan is a 
litigation partner in the Boston-based firm of Mulvey, Ennis, Keefe, and Donovan, 
LLC.  In addition, for the past 9 years, Ms. Donovan has been a Legal Writing 
Instructor at Boston University School of Law.  She is also an Adjunct Professor at 
New England School of Law, Boston. Ms. Donovan also serves as a Dispute 
Resolution Arbitrator for the Financial Industry Regulatory Authority. 

Ms. Donovan previously practiced litigation in New York City, first as a prosecutor 
in Queens, and then as counsel for the City of New York. Ms. Donovan received 
her J.D. cum laude from Boston College Law School. She graduated from 
Fordham University summa cum laude with a B.A. in French Literature. 
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TOPICS COVERED 
 

• How to analyze and interpret the law the way a lawyer does. 
 

• The legal elements of and defenses to a negligence action 
 

• How a contract is formed, how to interpret contracts, understanding key 
contract terms, and how contract damages are calculated 

 
• How to think and speak like a lawyer 

 
• The anatomy of a lawsuit, including: complaints, answers, motions, 

summary judgment, remedies, and appeals  
 

• Your rights and obligations under liability insurance contracts 
 

• The discovery process, including: depositions, interrogatories, entry upon 
land, subpoenas duces tecum, and requests for production of documents 
 

• The anatomy of a civil trial, including: the role of the judge and jury, 
opening statements, burdens of proof and persuasion, summation, 
directed verdicts, judgments notwithstanding the verdicts, jury 
deliberation and decision and judgments 

 
• The key rules of evidence 

 
• The use of hearsay at deposition and trial 

 
• The legal rules affecting the testimony and cross-examination of civil 

engineers who serve as expert witnesses 
 

•  The rights and immunities created under workers’ compensation laws 
 
 
SEMINAR BENEFITS 
 

• Better understand the legal system and the interrelationship of various 
types of law 

• Learn substantive law of torts, contracts, civil procedure, evidence and 
insurance. 

• Understand how to more effectively deal with attorneys 
• Understand exactly how a law suit works and the rules the attorneys must 

follow 
• Learn the legal rules that will make you a more effective expert witness 

 


