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Several Legislative Steering Committee members along with several WSACE board members participated in meetings with legislators discussing 

federal transportation funding under the new FAST Act.  The 2015 Connecting Washington funding package provided about one-cent 

equivalent funding for maintenance and preservation for county roads.  Additional federal transportation funding is needed to continue 

repairing and rebuilding bridges, including short-span bridges, some of which are also fish barriers. 

A bill that would limit the Department of Fish & Wildlife’s (DFW) jurisdiction to within the ordinary high water line, SB 6287 [Sen. Honeyford], 

has been scheduled for a hearing on January 28th.  The bill was introduced shortly after DFW requested an Attorney General’s Opinion on the 

same manner.  DFW adopted new rules in2014 that expanded their jurisdiction for hydraulic permits, raising concerns by counties. 

The Senate Transportation Committee heard SB 6265 [Sen. King], the ag commodity vehicle weight bill.  WSAC, AWC, and WSDOT all testified 

with concerns.  The House version of the bill, HB2611 [Rep. Dye], is scheduled for executive hearing on January 28th in House Transportation. 

A bill to establish a bistate bridge project group, HB 2414 [Rep. Wylie], sets up a bicameral, bipartisan, eight member group made up of 

legislators from Washington and Oregon.  The bill was heard in House Transportation Committee and is scheduled to be reported out on 

January 27th.  The bill gives the Washington Transportation Commission the responsibility for facilitating the process. 

As anticipated, a revised covered loads bill, HB 2818 [Rep. Kilduff], has been introduced, but is not yet scheduled for hearing.  WSAC opposed 

the previous covered loads bill, and, although several changes were made to the bill, we will continue to oppose it because of financial impacts, 

especially, to smaller counties. 

Please contact Gary Rowe if you would like more information about any bills. 

Transportation (Senate) - SHR 1, JACB - 1/25 @ 3:30pm 

 SB 6314 - Public Hearing - Concerning county road administration and maintenance. (Hearing is on the Proposed Substitute.) 

Environment (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 1/26 @ 1:30pm 

 HB 2575 - Public Hearing - Continuing state efforts to increase oil transportation safety. 

Finance (House) - HHR A, JLOB - 1/26 @ 3:30pm 

 HB 2551 - Public Hearing - Concerning state-shared taxes for the purpose of designated disaster area financing. 

Commerce & Labor (Senate) - SHR 1, JACB - 1/27 @ 1:30pm 

 SB 6393 - Public Hearing - Modifying and updating small works roster construction and limited public works requirements. 

Energy, Environment & Telecommunications (Senate) - SHR 4, JACB - 1/27 @ 1:30pm 

 SB 6175 - Public Hearing - Concerning watershed management actions by watershed improvement districts. 

Transportation (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 1/27 @ 3:30pm 

 HB 2344 - Exec Session - Concerning county ferry districts. 

 HB 2414 - Exec Session - Creating a bistate bridge project legislative work group. 

Natural Resources & Parks (Senate) - SHR 1, JACB - 1/28 @ 1:30pm 

 SB 6287 - Public Hearing - Concerning the definition of hydraulic project in relation to the hydraulic project approval permits. 

Transportation (House) - HHR B, JLOB - 1/28 @ 3:30pm 

 HB 2611 - Public Hearing - Concerning vehicle weight limits for the movement of agricultural commodities. 

 

 

http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6287&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=6265&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2611&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2414&year=2015
http://app.leg.wa.gov/billinfo/summary.aspx?bill=2818&year=2015
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HB 1079 (SSB 5348) 
Joint utilization 
contracts 

Allowing public agencies to enter into contracts providing for the 
joint utilization of architectural or engineering services. 

H State 
Governmen Kochmar 

SHB 1089 (SB 5050) 
Responsible bidder 
criteria 

Adding adherence to state wage payment laws to the state's 
responsible bidder criteria. 

H State 
Governmen Hunt 

HB 1634 (SB 5203) Job order contracting Modifying certain job order contracting requirements. H Cap Budget DeBolt 

HB 2344 County ferry districts Concerning county ferry districts. H Trans Morris 

HB 2414 Bistate bridge project 
group Creating a bistate bridge project legislative work group. H Trans Wylie 

HB 2454 Private roadway 
maintenance 

Authorizing cities and counties to facilitate the maintenance and 
repair of private roadways impacting the public interest. 

H Local Govt MacEwen 

HB 2524 (SB 6307) 
Trans sup budget 
2015-2017 Making 2015-2017 supplemental transportation appropriations. H Trans Clibborn 

HB 2551 Disaster area financing Concerning state-shared taxes for the purpose of designated 
disaster area financing. 

H Finance Condotta 

HB 2575 Oil transportation 
safety Continuing state efforts to increase oil transportation safety. H Environment Farrell 

HB 2611 (SB 6265) 
Ag. vehicle weight 
limits 

Concerning vehicle weight limits for the movement of agricultural 
commodities. 

H Trans Dye 

HB 2721 Waters of U.S. 
definition 

Ensuring that a new federal government definition of the term 
"waters of the United States" has no applicability to the regulation 
of water quality in the state of Washington. 

H Environment Scott 

HB 2815 Regional transp. plan. 
orgs. 

Modifying the eligibility requirements for certain counties with ferry 
terminals to form a regional transportation planning organization. 

H Trans Hayes 

HB 2816 Trans. benefit district 
tax 

Increasing the rate of sales and use tax that may be imposed by a 
transportation benefit district. 

H Trans Muri 

HB 2818 Covering of loads on 
highway Concerning the covering of loads on public highways. H Trans Kilduff 

HB 2864 Trans. benefit tax 
increase 

Authorizing certain public transportation benefit areas to impose a 
sales and use tax increase approved by voters. 

 Hunt 

SB 6168 Drainage 
ditches/habitat 

Removing drainage ditches from the definition of fish and wildlife 
habitat conservation areas in chapter 36.70A RCW. 

S GovtOp&Sec Angel 

SB 6175 Watershed 
management actions 

Concerning watershed management actions by watershed 
improvement districts. 

S Energy, Enviro Ericksen 

SB 6180 Disadvantaged 
business cmte. 

Creating a disadvantaged business enterprise advisory committee 
within the transportation commission. 

S 
Transportation King 

SB 6201 (HB 2380) 
Supplemental capital 
budget 

Concerning the supplemental capital budget. 
S Ways & 
Means Honeyford 

SB 6265 (HB 2611) 
Ag. vehicle weight 
limits 

Concerning vehicle weight limits for the movement of agricultural 
commodities. 

S 
Transportation King 

SB 6287 Hydraulic projects Concerning the definition of hydraulic project in relation to the 
hydraulic project approval permits. 

S Natural 
Resour Honeyford 

SB 6306 Carbon pollution tax Creating a fossil fuel carbon pollution tax. S Energy, Enviro Hobbs 

SB 6307 (HB 2524) 
Trans sup budget 
2015-2017 Making 2015-2017 supplemental transportation appropriations. 

S 
Transportation King 

SB 6314 (HB 2590) 
County road admin. & 
maint. 

Concerning county road administration and maintenance. 
S 
Transportation Fain 

SB 6384 Dual purposes of land Clarifying that potential dual purposes of land does not reduce the 
scope of immunity provided by RCW 4.24.210. 

S 
Transportation King 

SB 6393 (HB 2722) 
Small & limited public 
works 

Modifying and updating small works roster construction and limited 
public works requirements. 

S Commerce 
and L Warnick 
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